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This presentation gives a personal view of someone working in the crop protection industry on the key issues facing the industry in the area of pesticide exposure and human health. It highlights the need for effective crop protection at a time of an ever increasing world population combined with a reduction in the availability of arable land. Key industry initiatives in the area of stewardship are mentioned: Integrated Pest Management, Safe Use, Obsolete Stocks, Container Management and Biotech Stewardship. The focus of the presentation is on Safe Use. This has three components: products, processes and people. Products need to undergo science-based risk assessment in an effective health-protective registration scheme, together with appropriate packaging and labeling and continued research into chemicals and formulations with improved risk/benefit ratio. Processes need to be looked at with a view to reduce the potential for exposure rather than simply relying on personal protection. Education and training as evidenced in the safe use initiatives are the focus of activity directed at the third and most important component of safe use: people. This can be complemented, where appropriate, by surveillance, e.g. of adverse incidents, exposure assessment or health surveillance. All these activities rely not only on adequate regulations, but also enforcement. The crop protection industry is committed to working with all stakeholders to achieve the common goal of sustainable agriculture: an agricultural system that produces enough affordable food and fibre economically, and in a way which does not harm the environment or the social well-being of the farming communities.
